
  

BACKGROUND	
! In	June	2017,	Sen.	Mike	Shirkey	

introduced	Senate	Bill	541	to	create	the	
scope	of	practice	and	licensing	structure	
for	dental	therapists	in	Michigan.	

! SB	541	was	enacted	in	December,	2018	
and	is	now	Public	Act	463	of	2018.	

! Rules	to	detail	how	dental	therapists	will	
be	licensed	by	the	Licensing	and	
Regulatory	Affairs	Department	are	
currently	proposed.	

 

House	Bill	5827		-	Clarifying	language	for	dental	therapists	
	
Single-section	amendment	to	the	Public	Health	Code	needed	to	clarify	that	a	dental	therapy	student	
may	complete	the	500	directly-supervised	hours	necessary	for	licensure	in	statute	under	the	
supervision	of	a	dentist	licensed	in	Michigan	or	in	another	state.	
	
Why?		Under	rules	proposed	for	dental	therapist	licensure,	the	500	directly-supervised	hours	would	be	
completed	as	part	of	the	applicant’s	educational	program.	Without	this	correction	in	statute,	
Michiganders	who	wish	to	be	educated	in	dental	therapy	outside	the	state	and	return	here	to	be	
licensed	as	a	dental	therapist	would	either	have	to	repeat	the	500	directly-supervised	hours	under	
supervision	of	a	Michigan-licensed	dentist	or	seek	licensure	in	another	state	first	and	then	apply	to	
Michigan	Board	of	Dentistry	for	reciprocity.	
	
Please	support	HB	5827:	

• To	ensure	we	give	Michigan	residents	the	opportunity	to	seek	dental	therapy	
education	in	an	accredited	program	from	wherever	they	choose	without	
unnecessary	hurdles.	

• To	encourage	individuals	who	have	completed	their	education	and	500	directly-
supervised	hours	to	come	to	Michigan	and	seek	licensure.	

For	more	information	about	how	HB	5827	will	
support	the	implementation	of	dental	therapists	in	

Michigan	please	contact	Amy	Zaagman	at		
517-230-1816	or	azaagman@mcmch.org.	


